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About the initiative 

Launched by the GCNL, the Beirut Relief
Initiative is a collective and joint relief
response between the private sector and
civil organizations on the ground to meet
relief responses to small businesses post-
blast. Our mission is to bridge the needs of
impacted SMEs with the donations and
contributions of the private sector.

On August 4th, 2020 our beloved city
of Beirut was victim of the world's
largest non-nuclear explosion in
history. 

The explosion resulted in at least
204 deaths, 6,500 injuries, and
US$15 billion in property damage,
and leaving an estimated 300,000
people homeless.

Approximately, over 2,000
businesses have been destroyed and
have ended operations since the
blast. Over 100,000 individuals have
been unemployed.
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GCNL Role and Purpose GCNL Role and Purpose 

Being one of the largest networks in grouping
companies, the GCNL is acting as a platform that
unites the private sector to the affected
businesses. Aligned with our mission in creating
the world we want and committing to the 2030
Agenda in leaving no one behind, we are
connecting businesses together and unifying
their initiatives in order to be able to reach out to
as many affected businesses as possible.

The Beirut Relief Coalition
was born in order to support
concrete and immediate
actions in providing
emergency aid to affected
people by centralizing efforts
and working together under
one map.

After August 4th, blast
responses were quick to
spread all over the region of
Beirut. More than 80% of
companies, NGOs and
individuals were on the
ground, offering their help
and support.

Partnership with the Beirut Relief Coalition

SMEs shape more than 90% of the Lebanese
businesses and contribute more than 50% of the
GDP of the Lebanese economy. 
After August 4th, 60% of these SMEs are unable
to resume operations. 

An unstoppable pandemic, an economic crisis, a
devaluation of the Lebanese pounds and one of
the biggest explosions in the world; challenges
keep mounting up and so is the level of
desperation in a country that is on the brink of
collapse.

Overview on SMEs in Lebanon

Number of SMEs Contribution to GDP
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Why SMEs?
SMEs shape more than 90% of the Lebanese
businesses and contribute more than 50% of the
GDP of the Lebanese economy. 
After August 4th, 60% of these SMEs are unable
to resume operations. 



Rapid Contributions/Volunteering by
companies (70%)
Specialized Rapid Response by NGOs (90%)

The two most common responses were 

MATCHING DONATIONS
After having gathered the needed data, we were able to begin matching the needs with
the potential donations from the private sector, both as in-kind donations and financial
contirbution.

Furniture 
Tables
Chairs
Mattresses
Office desks
Closets 

Computers 
Printers
Laptops
Cameras
CCTV
SVR

OPERATIONAL PLANNING

A. MAPPING OUR NETWORK MEMBERS INITIATIVES 

RESPONDED: 152
NO ANSWER: 39

Done through one on one calls, research and surveying. 

B. MAPPING BLAST RESPONSES
Done through identifying the types of responses taken by all
GCNL members. 

C. MAPPING AFFECTED SMES
Done in collaboration with Beirut Relief Coalition.
 TOTAL # OF SMES: 80 

WOMEN LED SMES: 21

Screens
TVs
ACs
Water dispensers
Kettles
Microwaves

Office supplies
School supplies
Stationery 
Art material

Reconstruction 
Glass
Aluminum
Doors 
Metal rods

Paint 
Store Shutters
Gypsum board
Shelves 

Electronics

Other 
Bakery material
Beauty products
Hygiene kits
Medicine

MAPPING AND ASSESSING 
After clustering businesses, we were
able to identify damaged SMEs. 
We also mapped all ongoing relief
initiatives from within our Network.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT
After weeks of continuous
coordination and work on the
ground, we were able to map and
identify the needs of 80 SMEs.

FILTERING PROCESS
Building on coherence and
transparency, we worked on
selective criteria to be able to filter
and prioritize the different types of
needs of these businesses.

The vital role of the private sector 
The private sector has long been a major contributor to humanitarian
action. It is increasingly being recognized as a major stakeholder
alongside aid agencies and governments in multiple aspects of
humanitarian action. 

Engagement with the private sector
UN OCHA
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Many of our Network Members, 
leading the private sector by example.
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Supporting BRI through a Campaign 
HOLDAL launched a campaign in early November, to
drive a call to action on supporting SMEs through the
GCNL both internally and externally

Supporting BRI through in-kind donations 
Dar al Handasah is supporting over 15 SME with office
supplies by donating 40 chairs, 15 cabinets and 3
bedrooms. 

Supporting BRI through logistic support
Ebco Bitar is taking over the distribution of the furniture
to businesses by handling the logistics processes. 

Supporting BRI through laptop donations
Deloitte donated laptops to women led businesses due
and chose to support them during the challenging
economic times. 

Supporting BRI through hygiene supplies
Indevco supported our initiative by donating hygiene
boxes full of sanitary products to women led business
owners. 

Enforcing collaboration for    businesses
SFW has been closely coordinating with us in order to
reach as many women owned businesses as possible,
and assist them through the BRI. 



A glimpse at few of the resilient Lebanese owners 
we have assisted through Beirut Relief Initiative.
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Artisanal Shop 

Folklore Art Shop

Film and Director School Director

Religious Art Shop Barber Shop

Clothing Store

Office Space Rental Animal Shop

Jewelry store



80 SMEs have been linked to the Lebanese Army for
reconstruction support through the Beirut Forward
Emergency Room.

15 businesses receiving office furniture
8 businesses matched and started construction
8 businesses receiving cash contributions
5 businesses receiving laptops 
3 families receiving bedrooms 

In numbers,
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Aligned with SDG 4, supporting and assisting educational institutions
has been a key priority in the Beirut Relief Initiative. Approximately 80%
of schools have sustained light to moderate damage and 20%have
sustained heavy damage.

Special focus on youth & education

The Lebanese Autism Society, Gemmayzeh

College Immacule Conception, Ashrafiyeh 

Library Jean Rizk, Zokak el Blat 



A message from the GCNL Team

Rewa Faour 
Project Coordinator

"Local businesses saw their ceilings collapse as a result of the August 4
explosion. Mostly family-owned, they serve as a lifeline for our community
and provide income and stability. Working closely on the ground with relief
efforts, all of the shops within the blast radius have been affected. That is
why we initiated our response with a focus on SMEs in order to get them
back on their feet. A long-term response is vital because recovery may not
be possible without it. "

Bruna Elias , Programs Manager 

"Throughout all these years, the Network served as a leading catalyst of the
transformations ahead. After the Beirut blast, we were able to put our
partnerships with the private sector into efficient and concrete action and
act as a united movement towards a common goal: community relief. 
Our Local Network showed its valuable and significant impact on the
ground in these difficult times."

Dr. Hasan Youness, Strategic Advisor 

"SMEs shape more than 90% of the Lebanese economy hence why we
endorsed our support towards restoring these businesses. The year of 2020
gave a sensation that all the other SDGs are luxurious and brought us back to
tackle basic SDGs such as SDG 2 and SDG 3. Designing our National Poverty
Target Program or the Beirut Relief Initiative, we have reset our priorities in
order to act in the most effective and necessary way to serve and support the
Lebanese community though principled UN guidelines." 

Dina Harake, Executive Director 

Dr. Dima Jamali, GCNL President

"Now more than ever, the GCNL saw the opportunity and the importance of
bringing the force of the private sector as a unified force of good to help
these smaller businesses. United under UN Principles, and committed to the
2030 Agenda Leaving No One Behind, now has come the time to act upon our
words and fulfill our promise as the UN Global Compact."

As an immediate response to the Beirut port explosion, GCNL, the
sustainability platform for the private sector, started the Beirut relief Initiative.
Resilience, innovation, and determination were the pillars of our initiative. We
partnered with many of the stakeholders to overcome the disaster. Our aim
was to protect our SMEs, the drive of our economy, and to stand up again in
hopes of a better tomorrow. Our inclusive Lebanese society deserves its
human rights for a more sustainable future.



UN Global Compact
Lebanon is standing
for small businesses.

Stand with us.

For more information, please visit our website 
 https://www.globalcompact-lebanon.com/
To get involved, please email rewa@globalcompact-lebanon.org

Committed to the 2030 Agenda 

LEAVE 
NO ONE 
BEHIND


